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the principle of self-determination all the region shown by diagonal
ruling should have been allotted to Russia. During the inter-war period
the present writer has constantly stressed the insecure position of
Poland, with the Russian Colossus gaining more and more power just
to the east. During 1939 Russia marched into this debatable region
and took control of it. It is to be hoped that the Poles will acquiesce
in the eastern half of their huge 1920 territory remaining in Russian
hands now that the great conflict is over.
Bulgaria was a defeated nation in 1919 with little power to prevent
the distribution of its marginal areas. The borders of Bulgarian culture
are shown by the heavy solid line in the map (Fig. 87). In the south-
west is the land of the Macedonians, who have been claimed as com-
patriots by Serbs and Bulgars alike. Macedonia lies on the margins of
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Greece; and has always been coveted by each of
these nations. In religion and culture it seems to be rather closer to
Bulgaria than to the other two nations, and is so indicated in the map*
About twenty years ago the Greeks settled a million Greek refugees
from Anatolia in southern Macedonia, thereby much strengthening
their claim on this portion of the area (Fig, 88). Bulgaria was again on
the German side in the recent struggle, though the bulk of the people,
as usual, are admirers of the Russians, and were not at all anxious to help
Germany in the war. In the south-east corner there is a great inter-
mingling of Bulgars and Turks, and here also the Bulgars suffered in the
1919 adjustments. On the whole this nation seems to have been the
worst treated of the enemy countries by the Treaty of Versailles.
Italy in the Great war was on the winning side, but was very dissatis-
fied with her territorial gains, As a matter of fact not many Italians in
1914 were under a foreign flag except in Tunis and in the southern
Trentino around the town of Trento. The logical boundary in this last
area, as pointed out in the detailed discussion of the Trentino (p. 293)
is through Salorno, but the Italians insisted that it be located at the
Brenner Pass, thereby placing 200,000 Austrians under the Italian flag.
In the hinterland of Trieste they also obtained control of large areas
inhabited by Slovenes, allied to the Croats and Serbs. It seems possible
that these districts may be restored to Austria and Yugo-Slavia, but the
final boundaries have not yet been made public,
Hungary has always been particularly bitter as the result of her
territorial losses in 1919. Many purely Hungarian districts were handed
to Czechoslovakia in the north (Fig. 87), so as to enable the Czechs